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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE






                             

Contact: Ryan Dawkins ryan@usraceseries.com 



2nd Annual US Half Marathon Expands Upon Last Year   

3,000 Runners will Run Across the Golden Gate Bridge on USATF Certified Course

SAN FRANCISCO, CA, September 10, 2003 – In just over a month, the 2nd US Half Marathon (www.ushalf.com) will come to San Francisco’s waterfront on October 19th, 2003.  The inaugural running of the US Half in November of 2002 sold out in less than 6 months with 2,500 participants and was a praised addition to the bay area running calendar.  Additions to this year’s event include a USATF certified course, heightened sponsorship, a larger expo and a more exciting finish line.  

The US Half will consist of a USATF certified half marathon route (13.1 miles), expert course management, support and frequent aid stations for its 3,000 runners.  The race will also be host to runner’s from all 50 states making the US Half truly the nation’s half marathon.  The course will take runners from Aquatic Park, through historic Fort Mason, into the Marina and across the newly renovated Crissy Field (with panoramic views of the San Francisco Bay and Alcatraz), through the Presidio and onto one of the world’s most treasured landmarks – The Golden Gate Bridge!  Prizes will be awarded to the overall male and female winners, top three males and females in each age group, and the fastest corporate team to cross the finish line.

“I’m very excited for this year’s edition of the US Half!  With the new certified course and new sponsors, we are ready to show San Francisco how it’s done.  I’ll see everyone on the Golden Gate!”  - commented Ryan Dawkins, Executive Director.

Our Official Charity Partner is the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Team in Training Program.  Meet them at the Expo and at the Finish Line Festival in Aquatic Park.   

US Half sponsors include, the Hyatt Fisherman’s Wharf, Live 105 (FM Radio 105.3), T-Mobile, Sports Basement, Runner’s World, Cytomax, Nantucket Nectars, Odwalla, Timbuk2, Sierra Water, Ferrari Color, brightroom, Chiquita, Viacom Outdoor, Sockguy, City Sports Magazine, & Where Magazine.  

Fun Events and Expo for 2003

The US Half Marathon celebration starts Saturday, October 18th with the US Half Expo to be held on the waterfront at tourist friendly Fisherman’s Wharf.  The US Half Expo will include an array of exhibitors ranging from retailers and manufacturers within the athletic industry to various local services and restaurants, including Chevy’s Tex Mex, which will have three locations on sight helping to make a presence and fuel the athletes for Sunday’s race over the Golden Gate.

The Finish

The US Half finishes in historic Aquatic Park just feet from the water at the San Francisco Bay.  Finishers can expect to be greeted by an enormous “US Half” staging over the finish line, a professional race announcer, an official US Half ‘03 medal, music, and cheers from the public, friends, and family.  The Finish Line Festival at Aquatic Park will feature food, drink, expo tents, and an awards ceremony for top finishers.

Register Online to Run the Golden Gate!

The US Half Marathon is open to all levels of runners.  Online registration is available at www.ushalf.com.   All pre-registered runners will pick up their Race Packets at the US Half Expo on Saturday, October 18th.   
CALENDAR EDITORS, PLEASE NOTE: 
WHAT: 
2003 United States Half Marathon, San Francisco.  

The 2nd Edition Destination Half Marathon with all 50 states in attendance

WHEN: 
Sunday, October 19th 


Starting time:  7:00 a.m.

US Half Expo: Saturday, October 18th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Hyatt Fisherman’s Wharf

Finish line Festival:  Immediately following the race until 12:00 p.m. in historic Aquatic Park!
REGISTRATION:


The Race, October 19th
$55 online; $70 Expo

The US Half Expo, October 18th.  Hyatt Fisherman’s Wharf. Admission is FREE!  


Registration available at www.ushalf.com. 
Registration fee includes the 2003 US Half Marathon T-shirt, admission to the pre-race US Half Expo, finisher’s medal and Finish Line Festival.  

WHERE: 
The San Francisco Bay – starting at Aquatic Park, the 13.1-mile course runs through the marina and across one of the world’s greatest landmarks – The Golden Gate Bridge!
PHOTOS:
Photographs are available by contacting:  Ryan Dawkins at ryan@usraceseries.com.
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